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A Word from the Lord
by G. Terrill Yoder

through covetousness shall they with feigned words make merchandise
of you: whose judgment now of a long time lingereth not, and their
damnation slumbereth not (2 Peter 2:1-3).
Although this passage speaks to false teachers, the comparison
is quite applicable. Notice that they are speaking their own words
and not the words of the Lord. They also make merchandise of others. This is a practice that plays out with many of the false prophets who use their supposed positions to compel unsuspecting and
well-meaning Christians to pay for their lavish lifestyles through
donations.
This movement is one of the results of the Pentecostal excesses
of the last century which has attempted to bring back all the gifts
of the early church. They recognize such gifts as Apostle, raising
people from the dead, prophecy, speaking in tongues (usually gibberish when practiced today), healing on demand, and in some cases, picking up serpents and drinking poison, as proof of authentic,
Spirit-filled Christianity. These claims vary among the different denominations and churches within the categories of Pentecostal and
Charismatic. There are hundreds of variant groups within these parameters of belief. So, we must be careful not to include all churches
within the charismatic persuasion under one broad brush. However,
the “prophetic word” claims are found in many of these churches. A
careful study of the group’s beginnings and practices will call into
question the authenticity of their prophecies and practices. One does
not need to be either a cessationist or continuationist to see the dangers of attributing words to God that He has not spoken.
The idea of twisting and hijacking God’s words to destroy His
truth started in the Garden of Eden. When Satan asked, “Hath God
said?” he was attempting to diminish what God had spoken. By
twisting or adding to God’s Word we allow Satan to continue his
ugly schemes. It is truly a practice laden with humanism when people elevate themselves to such statures.
Anyone who claims to have a “word from the Lord” and leads
people away from the true Word of God falls under condemnation.
Deuteronomy 13:1-5 says that a prophet – even one whose prophecies may come true – who leads people away from God shall be
put to death. Putting scripture in a category of continued revelation
leads to a dim view of God’s Word. It will tend to cheapen the true
inspired Word and lead people away from believing the truth.
The Bible is complete and no new revelation is needed to live godly or to follow God’s will. The Holy Spirit inspired the words that
we have in the scripture and He will illuminate the Spirit-controlled
Christian’s understanding of the Word. To suggest that the Word is
not enough, and that we need new “words from the Lord” today, is
contrary to the belief that the Bible is sufficient.

“I have a word from the Lord for you,” is a frequently made statement in far too many Christian circles today. It sounds so personal
– that God would actually give a special message to someone who
then passes it on to you. But can such pronouncements be trusted? Are such statements based on objective truth or subjective,
man-centered impressions?
The movement not only has the tendency to blaspheme God by
attributing words to Him that He has not spoken, but it undermines
the true word of God. When some of “God’s words” don’t come true
can any of His word be trusted? The scripture is indeed inspired by
God and is true in every way and any action or statement that undermine that belief is a travesty.
One question that must be explored is whether or not some of
God’s words are more accurate and truthful than others. Can an actual “word from the Lord” be almost true? Can it be less accurate
if spoken by someone who just doesn’t have enough faith or not
enough experience in hearing from God? Does God allow His supposed prophets to be wrong a certain percentage of the time? Many
proponents of the modern prophecy movement believe God allows
for many missed prophecies. They even give percentages of expected prophecy failures and believe that those improve with faith and
experience. The Old Testament prophets were not allowed to be inaccurate. There were no excuses for stating that they were speaking
for God, foretelling events, and having those prophecies fail to come
true. Deuteronomy 18:20-22 is very clear on this matter.
But the prophet, which shall presume to speak a word in my name,
which I have not commanded him to speak, or that shall speak in the
name of other gods, even that prophet shall die. And if thou say in
thine heart, How shall we know the word which the LORD hath not
spoken? When a prophet speaketh in the name of the LORD, if the
thing follow not, nor come to pass, that is the thing which the LORD
hath not spoken, but the prophet hath spoken it presumptuously: thou
shalt not be afraid of him.
I wonder if such penalties were in place today if we would see all
the supposed “words for the Lord.” Some claim there is a difference
on the expectations placed on New Testament prophets versus
those of the Old Testament. But there is no evidence to support that
claim. Space does not allow us to deal with all of those arguments
in this article.
The New Testament also speaks to the issue of false prophets.
But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there
shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon
themselves swift destruction. And many shall follow their pernicious
ways; by reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of. And
1

given “all things that pertain to life and godliness.” Later in the chapter Peter relates the story of when he and two other disciples were
privileged beyond measure to be present at what we call the transfiguration of Jesus Christ. He uses that experience to help prove that the
disciples were not following cleverly designed myths but instead the
promised Messiah. However, in verse 19 he reminds his readers that
there is a more confirmed method of knowing if Jesus is the Messiah.
It was the Word of God as given to the Old Testament prophets.
I can’t imagine what the transfiguration must have been like. To see
Jesus clothed in brilliant white, and shining brightly, must have been
a life altering event. But that was not all that they saw or heard. They
saw Jesus speaking with Moses and Elijah. Two men who had lived
centuries before them. And they recognized them. They also heard
the voice of God making a statement and a command regarding His
Son. Although this experience helped Peter to believe that Jesus was
the Anointed One, it did not trump the scriptures and prophecies
that had been inspired by the Holy Spirit. Peter, who was inspired
to write scripture as well, understood the difference between experiences and inspiration. We must remember that we have a more sure
Word than any experience that either we or anyone else can have.
When someone claims to have special words from God, a dream,
or prophecy, how should we respond? I personally have had several times when I believe that God made things extremely clear to
me through the leading of the Holy Spirit. This happened in several
ways. But would I ever claim that those experiences are without any
human interference in interpretation of their meanings? No. Nor
would I claim that they are direct words of God. They were meaningful experiences that helped solidify what I believed God was doing or working out in my life. But they were exactly that – experiences. Experiences that do not attain to the level of the Living Word of
God. We must respond to anyone’s claims with a clear understanding
of the difference between experiences and God’s spoken Word.
If a person gives a “word from the Lord,” and it does not come true,
what is that person? This may seem very harsh but they are not a
prophet. Rather, he or she is a liar. Although they may not intentionally be lying, that is what happens. The Bible says that God cannot lie
(Titus 1:2). So, if someone claims to have words from God, and they
are not, who is Truth and who is not? Certainly, God is not a liar nor
can He be. Again, we must be very careful that we do not blaspheme
the name of God by attributing words to Him that are not His and
make ourselves liars. God commands us that we dare not “take His
name in vain.” Using His name to bolster our own words, ideas, or
agendas, does just that. It uses God’s name in vain.
Such things should not be happening in any congregation. But
when we see them happening in our own circles it should cause a
great deal of alarm. It is much better to give godly advice and wisdom than to claim to have words from God. Whether it is a simple
statement or a claim in a message – whether in teaching or preaching – we must leave God’s Word as already revealed. We can share
our thoughts and interpretations with the understanding that we do
not claim to have newly revealed words or truth. The modern prophecy movement dare not influence us. The generations to come must
have a clear picture from us as to what is revealed truth and what is
not. His Truth will stand forever. All other words will not.

Consider the movements that have started due to someone believing that they have been given new revelations or direct words
from God. Joseph Smith claimed to have received revelations from
God, an angel, and on golden tablets. He started the heretical false
religion known as Mormonism. Islam is a religion based on claims
of a prophet who had views and teachings that are diametrically opposed to the scripture. The list of those who supposedly received
new or added revelations from God throughout the church age is
long and many have led well-meaning followers into false beliefs and
eventually to hell. There have been those from the beginning of the
church who have had such destructive ideas. There are current denominations and sects with false teachings that have their roots in
the teachings of those who claimed to have new revelations or special messages from God. Some had dreams that they built doctrines
upon. They also mix false teachings with their false revelations. Ellen
G. White, Mary Baker Eddy, and Charles Taze Russell are some of the
more popular names among many.
Notice that above list includes women. Careful observation will
note that many of those who stand up in churches today and claim
to have a “word from the Lord” are ladies. Does this follow the scriptural injunction regarding women not to teach men and to keep silent in the church? God did not use any women to write scripture
and they are not to preach in the church. Why then would God give
so many women newly revealed truth for the church and His followers? And yes, if God has given them his direct words it is newly
revealed truth. And if not, it is simply subjective ideas that have supposedly come from God and should be labeled as such.
Some claim that giving people a “word from the Lord” is simply
giving advice from God. But there is a vast difference between giving godly advice and claiming to have special messages from God.
We are admonished to give counsel based on biblical teachings and
wisdom. This counsel may include wisdom based on experience and
the input from other godly advisors but dare not claim to be words
directly given by God. Who of us can say that we have never changed
our minds on something that at one time we were convinced we understood? God’s Word has the answers and wisdom for all questions
and situations. It is the awesome responsibility of the followers of
Christ to discern how to apply those answers to each situation.
We may have been taught that we can be sure the Spirit of God
is directing us as long as the instruction or inner “feelings” does not
contradict God’s Word. But this too can be deceptive. Yes, the Spirit
of God influences and directs the Spirit controlled Christian. But
we must always remember that we have the tendency to choose the
“leading of the Spirit” that best fits our directives. When we claim
that the Spirit has told us this or that, we must be just as careful that
we do not attribute words to the Spirit that He has not spoken or
given to us. It is better to say that we believe the Spirit is leading in
such a way than to make claims or statements that may be subject to
our limited understanding. This is not to diminish the importance
of the Spirit-led life. But life in the Spirit relies on the revealed Truth
as the dominant structure and guide for life. This should be the basis
for decisions in the life of the Christian, and the peace of God will
rule in our hearts. The Spirit can and will bring peace and comfort to
the Spirit-filled and Spirit-led follower of Jesus Christ.
The Apostle Peter understood the subjective tendency within each
of us. Peter was directed and inspired by the Holy Spirit to address his
own experience compared to the Word of God. In the first chapter of
his second epistle he reminds the readers of what he believes they already know. But he wants to remind them of the present truth (v.12).
The truth was present at that time and it still is present tense. It was
not a past truth or a future truth – or a truth that needs to be added
to as the centuries pass by. In verse 3 we are told that we have been
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Why Missions to the Unreached
By Henry Blank

From its beginnings, DNI has held a deep conviction that God
is calling us to prioritize “The planting of reproducing, missionminded, Anabaptist churches among unreached peoples.”
Three questions people often ask:
• Why church planting?
• Why Anabaptist?
• Why Unreached People Groups?
Asking “why” is helpful because it forces us to clarify and sharpen
our vision. If we want to stay true to our mission we need to be
willing to wrestle with the answers and remind ourselves regularly
of why we do what we do.
Why church planting?
Because Jesus’ last command was: “Go and make disciples of all the
nations.” We can do a lot of good things without planting churches,
but we cannot do true biblical discipleship without planting churches.
Discipleship happens in the context of community. Discipleship is
the task of the church; it is the task of church planting.
Church planting because Christ loves the church and gave Himself
for her that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of
water by the word, that He might present her to Himself a glorious
church without spot or wrinkle. Church planting because Christ
died for the church, and one day, He is coming back for His bride,
the church. The church is near to the heart of Christ and it ought to
be close to ours as well.

Christ commanded. And what makes this hermeneutic uniquely
“Anabaptist” is that this commitment to obedience is not just a
personal thing between me and God, but it’s a commitment in
community to God’s Word and to each other. When we talk about
planting Anabaptist churches, this is what we are envisioning.
Why Unreached People Groups?
Unreached People Groups live in places that are hard to reach.
They are often highly resistant to the Gospel. Why not focus on
easier fields?
Because Jesus never said, “Go where it's easy, go where it’s safe, go
where people welcome you.” He said, “I am sending you out as sheep
among wolves.” Jesus never said, “Pick the easy places and go there.”
But He did say, “Go and make disciples of all the nations. And lo, I
am with you always even to the very end of the age.” He calls some
to be His witnesses in Jerusalem, others He calls to labor in Judea,
and some in Samaria. To some, like the apostle Paul, God gives the
ambition to preach the Gospel, not where Christ has been named
lest they should build on another man’s foundation. In other words,
pioneer missions. We believe this is the task God has given to DNI.
Because 2,000 years ago Jesus commanded us to make disciples
of all the nations, but still today, nearly 7,000 people groups remain
unreached with the Gospel. Because there are nearly 2 billion people
who have never heard the Gospel once.
Unreached People Groups because all of Scripture from Genesis
to Revelation reveals God’s heart for all the tribes, all the families,
all the peoples of the earth. In Genesis 12, God said to Abram, “I
will bless you and make you a blessing and in you all the families of
earth shall be blessed.” All through Scripture, over and over, the same
theme is repeated - all the families, all the tribes, all the peoples.
And, finally, in Revelation that beautiful picture of a vast
multitude of worshippers made up of people from every nation,
tribe, people, and tongue. “After these things I looked, and behold,
a great multitude which no one could number, of all nations, tribes,
peoples, and tongues, standing before the throne and before the
Lamb, clothed with white robes, with palm branches in their hands,
and crying out with a loud voice, saying, Salvation belongs to our
God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” (Revelation 7:9-10).
Heaven is going to be wonderfully diverse! It seems to me God must
take more delight in, and receive more glory from a colorful and
diverse chorus of worshippers than He does from a chorus of people
who all look the same!
The Consummation of all God’s Work
All of God’s working throughout history comes to its
consummation in Revelation 19:6. “Alleluia! For the Lord God
Omnipotent reigns! Let us be glad and rejoice and give Him glory
- for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and His wife has made
herself ready.”
God is at work in our world today gathering the blood-bought
bride of Christ out of every nation, tribe, people, and tongue. He is
building His church and the gates of hell will not prevail against it.
I can think of no greater calling than to align ourselves with God’s
purposes and join with Him in what He is doing!

Jesus never said, “Go where it's
easy, go where it’s safe, go where
people welcome you.”
But some will ask,“Do you not care about human suffering, poverty,
hunger, human trafficking?” Yes! And we believe that the church is
the answer. Poverty is not primarily about a lack of resources; at its
core it’s a spiritual issue. The deepest need of the victims of human
trafficking is not legislation, it is relationship, a need that can only be
met through a relationship with Jesus Christ. What the world really
needs is not more programs but the presence of Christ embodied
in the church. As John Piper points out, wherever you find the true
church of Jesus Christ you will find communities of people who
“care about all suffering, especially eternal suffering.”
Why Anabaptist?
It may be helpful here to clarify terms. When we say Anabaptist, we
do not mean copying and pasting Mennonite culture from Lancaster
County to Myanmar. It’s going to look different in Myanmar. Our
goal is to plant churches that are obedient to all the commands of
Scripture and appropriately adapted to the cultural context. It is our
conviction that these two things are not mutually exclusive.
When we use the term “Anabaptist,” we are not thinking of a name
we put on a church sign like “First Anabaptist Church of Cambodia.”
We are thinking of a hermeneutic - a way of interpreting Scripture.
The Anabaptist hermeneutic has been called a hermeneutic of
obedience. In other words, a hermeneutic that not only produces a
correct theology but also produces a transformed life. A hermeneutic
that seeks not only to understand, but also to obey everything that
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ADC Church Profile —

PA S TO R S P O T L I G H T

New Covenant Fellowship
Established November 5, 2018 in Mt. Eaton, Ohio.
Lead Pastor: Joe Miller | Associate Pastor: Mike Yutzy
Current Membership: 75

Kedrick and Arlene Yoder are serving at Harmony
Christian Fellowship, Millington, Maryland. Kedrick was
ordained January 12, 2020 as a pastor. They have two
children – Evelyn (7) and Clay (5). Kedrick is employed as
an excavator.
Kedrick recommends the following books: Wild at Heart
and Beautiful Outlaw by John Eldredge; Encouragement by
Dr. Larry Crabb and Dr. Dan Allender; and Inside Out by
Dr. Larry Crabb.
Kedrick reflects on his pastoral journey: “Having only
been a pastor for just over a year, I just don’t have a lot
to draw from, but it’s been an interesting first year with
COVID-19 and all that has transpired and learning to go
with the flow of life as it comes and trusting that God is in
control.
“The journey hasn’t been always easy. Learning how to
study, how to present a sermon, and so on has been difficult
but yet I have enjoyed it as well. One of the biggest helps
for me has been realizing that what I preach isn’t my doing
but God’s leading and learning to give Him the honor and
glory for what I preach.

Our church was started in November of 2018, as
outreach/ sister congregation of Bethel Fellowship Church
in Berlin. We have sensed a need for a church plant in the
Kidron / Mt. Eaton area, which is approximately fifteen
miles northeast of Berlin. We are currently meeting at
The Pier, a local community center, two miles south of Mt.
Eaton. Renting a facility has its blessings and challenges,
as it requires a team effort to set up chairs and take down
chairs and Sunday School rooms every Sunday. We are
currently working on plans to build a church facility close
to Kidron as soon as we have sufficient funding in place.
We have the blessing of having one of the Bethel
ministry team come and preach for us on the second
Sunday of the month, as we move toward adding to our
current leadership team this fall.
We are still in the process of developing our church
ministries, which include local nursing home services
(pre-COVID), monthly Wednesday evening men’s and
women’s Bible Study, summer VBS, and during the
Christmas season, sharing grocery boxes and food plates
with widows and needy families within the community.
Our mission as a church is to love God, love people, and
be disciples that impact others for Christ.
Our core values on which we endeavor to build the life
of the congregation are based on four foundational pillars
- Holiness, Worship, Relationships, and Evangelism.
We are a young, growing, and active church with lots of
young children and very few dull moments in church life.
We welcome visitors and visiting ministers at any
service!
1 Corinthians 3:10, 11 –
"According to the grace of God which is given unto me,
as a wise masterbuilder, I have laid the foundation, and
another buildeth thereon. But let every man take heed how
he buildeth thereupon.
For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid,
which is Jesus Christ."

“When God lays a subject on your heart, don’t ignore it.”

PLANNING COMMITTEE
James Yoder – Chairman
Paul A. Miller – Secretary-Treasurer
Lonnie Beachy – (New Member)
P.O. Box 55, Walnut Creek, OH 44687 | anabaptistdisciplesofchrist.org
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